
DPS Corp. 

27915 Johnston Road, Dade City Florida 33523  ♦ 352-588-2811 
Engineering Authorization 27804  ♦  Asbestos License ZA395 

 

 
February 21, 2017 
 
 
Edwardo Duran 
South Florida Water Management District 
Infrastructure Management Section, Dept. 5822 
3301 Gun Club Road 
West Palm Beach, Florida  
 

 
RE: NESHAP Asbestos Survey 

Building B-90 
Miami South Tower 
Miami, Dade County, Florida 
DPS Project No. GW16175 

 
Mr. Duran: 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the results of an asbestos survey performed on January 
20, 2017 at the above referenced project.  We understand that this survey was requested due to 
the planned demolition of the structure. 
 
Asbestos Containing Materials (ACMs) were not identified at the site.  Please refer to the 
attached report for details. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide this service to the SFWMD. If you have any questions 
regarding this report, please contact me at your earliest convenience.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
DIVERSIFIED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CORP. 
 
  

  
Scott S. Crandall, P.E.    Donald Polanis, CGC, PSSC 
Florida Licensed Asbestos Consultant   Vice President 
License No. EA0000060 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
  
DPS Corp. conducted an asbestos survey at Telecommunication Building B-90 located at the 
Miami South Tower in Miami-Dade County, Florida.  The structure is scheduled for demolition.  
The survey was conducted on January 20, 2017 by an Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act (AHERA) accredited asbestos inspector.  Suspect asbestos-containing material (ACM) 
samples were collected in general accordance with the sampling protocols outlined in EPA 
regulation 40 CFR 763.  Samples were delivered to an accredited laboratory for analysis by 
polarized light microscopy. 
 
1.1 Project Objective 
 
We understand this asbestos survey was requested due to the planned demolition of the existing 
structures.  EPA regulation 40 CFR 61, Subpart M, National Emission Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants (NESHAP), prohibits the release of asbestos fibers and other hazardous air 
pollutants to the atmosphere during renovation or demolition activities. The asbestos NESHAP 
requires that potentially regulated asbestos-containing building materials be identified, classified 
and quantified prior to planned disturbances or demolition activities. 
 

2.0 BUILDING DESCRIPTION 
 
Building B-90 is roughly 20’x15 constructed with concrete slabs and roof deck with Concrete 
Masonry Unit (CMU) walls.  The building has a concrete roof deck with roll down asphalt and felt 
paper roof over the concrete deck.  B-90 has a communications room which houses batteries, 
computers, and other telecommunication equipment and a diesel generator room.  Outside the 
generator room is an enclosed open air space for the diesel fuel tank and piping.  
 

3.0 FIELD ACTIVITIES 
 
The survey was conducted by Donald Polanis an AHERA-accredited asbestos inspector.  A copy 
of Mr. Polanis inspector certificate is presented in Appendix C.  The survey was conducted in 
general accordance with the sample collection protocols established in EPA regulation 40 CFR 
763, the AHERA.  A summary of the survey activities performed is provided below. 
 
3.1 Visual Assessment 
 
Survey activities began with visual observation of the structure to identify homogeneous areas of 
suspect ACM.  A homogeneous material consists of building materials that appear similar 
throughout in terms of color, texture and date of application.  Building materials identified as steel, 
concrete, glass, wood, masonry, metal or rubber were not considered suspect ACM 
 
3.2 Physical Assessment 
 
A physical assessment of each homogeneous area of suspect ACM was conducted to assess 
the friability and condition of the materials.  A friable material is defined by the EPA as a 
material which can be crumbled, pulverized or reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry.  
Friability was assessed by physically touching suspect materials. 
 
3.3 Sample Collection 
 
Based on results of the visual observation, bulk samples of suspect ACM were collected in 
general accordance with AHERA sampling protocols.  Representative samples of suspect 
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materials were collected in each homogeneous area.  DPS Corp. personnel collected bulk 
samples using wet methods as applicable to reduce the potential for fiber release.  Samples 
were placed in sealable containers and labeled with unique sample numbers using an indelible 
marker. 
 
Ten (10) bulk samples were collected from Bldg. B-90.  All samples were collected from 
materials suspect ACM from the building structures.  A summary of suspect ACM samples 
collected during the survey is included in Section 5.0.   
 
3.4 Sample Analysis 
 
Bulk samples were submitted under chain of custody to Dove Environmental Corporation of 
Miramar, Florida for analysis by polarized light microscopy with dispersion staining techniques 
per EPA methodology (40 CFR 763, Subpart F).  The percentage of asbestos, where 
applicable, was determined by microscopic visual estimation.  Dove is accredited under the 
National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program. The analytical test results are provided in 
the Attachments to this report. 
 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) define asbestos containing material (ACM) as any material which 
contains greater than one percent asbestos. When samples analyzed by Polarized Light 
Microscopy contain asbestos in amounts less than ten percent (< 10%), a more exact method of 
analysis called point counting may be performed at the client’s request. The EPA point count 
method allows a sample in which asbestos was visually detected, but which is visually 
estimated to have 10% or less asbestos, to be quantified using a point count procedure. If not 
point counted, a sample in which asbestos was visually detected and estimated (including trace 
to ≤1%) must be assumed to be greater than 1% and treated as an ACM. The EPA point 
counting procedure is as follows: an ocular reticule (cross hair or point array) is used to visually 
superimpose a point or points on the microscope field of view. A total of 400 points 
superimposed on either asbestos fibers or non-asbestos matrix material must be counted over 
at least eight different preparations of representative sub-samples. If an asbestos fiber and 
matrix particle overlap so that a point is superimposed on their visual intersection, a point is 
scored for both categories. Point counting provides a quantification of the area percent 
asbestos. Per EPA’s regulations, materials which have been point-counted and, therefore, 
quantitatively determined to have less than or equal to one percent (≤1%) asbestos, can be 
treated as non-ACM. No samples were point counted during this survey. 
 

4.0 REGULATORY OVERVIEW 
 
4.1  Asbestos Regulations 
 
The asbestos NESHAP (40 CFR Part 61, Subpart M) regulates asbestos fiber emissions and 
asbestos waste disposal practices.  It also requires the identification and classification of 
existing building materials prior to demolition or renovation activity.  Under NESHAP, asbestos-
containing building materials are classified as either friable, Category I non-friable or Category II 
non-friable ACM.  Friable materials are those that, when dry, may be crumbled, pulverized or 
reduced to powder by hand pressure.  Category I non-friable ACM includes packings, gaskets, 
resilient floor coverings and asphalt roofing products containing more than 1% asbestos.  
Category II non-friable ACM are any materials other than Category I materials that contain more 
than 1% asbestos.   
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Friable ACM, Category I and Category II non-friable ACM which are in poor condition and has 
become friable or which will be subjected to drilling, sanding, grinding, cutting or abrading and 
which could be crushed or pulverized during anticipated renovation or demolition activities are 
considered Regulated ACM (RACM).  
 
In the State of Florida, asbestos activities are regulated by the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP).  RACM must be removed prior to demolition activities which will 
disturb the materials.  The owner or operator must provide the FDEP with written notification of 
planned removal activities at least 10 working days prior to the commencement of asbestos 
abatement activities.  Removal of RACM must be conducted by a State of Florida licensed 
asbestos abatement contractor.   
 
The OSHA Asbestos standard for construction (29 CFR 1926.1101) regulates workplace 
exposure to asbestos.  The OSHA standard requires that employee exposure to airborne 
asbestos fibers be maintained below 0.1 asbestos fibers per cubic centimeter of air (0.1 f/cc).  The 
OSHA standard classifies construction and maintenance activities which could disturb ACM, and 
specifies work practices and precautions which employers must follow when engaging in each 
class of regulated work.   
 

5.0 FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
5.1 Asbestos 
Ten (10) bulk samples were collected during the survey.  A summary of suspect ACM is provided 
in the table below, along with the results from the laboratory.  The analytical results are included in 
Appendix A.   

 
Table 1:  Summary of ACM Bldg. B-90 

Sample 
No. 

Material Description Sample Location 
Lab Results % 

Asbestos 
NESHAP 
Category 

1 Interior caulking Generator room Not Detected N/A 

2 Exhaust vent damper Generator room Not Detected N/A 

3 Caulking 
Cable 

penetration 
Not Detected N/A 

4 Caulking 
Generator room 

door 
Not Detected N/A 

5 Caulking 
Generator room 

exhaust fan 
exterior 

Not Detected N/A 

6 Roofing material Roof Not Detected N/A 

7 Expansion joint felt 
Communication 

room floor 
Not Detected N/A 

8 Caulking/join compound 
Exterior 

generator room 
wing wall 

Not Detected N/A 

9 Exterior paint South wall Not Detected N/A 

10 Drywall joint compound 
Communication 

room ceiling 
Not Detected N/A 
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None of the ten samples collected during the survey tested positive for asbestos mineral fibers.  
No further action is required.  No special material handling or disposal practices are required.  
Non ACM demolition material should be disposed of at a properly licensed Class III C&D landfill 
and in accordance with local, state and federal regulations. 
 
It should be noted that suspect materials, other than those identified during the survey could exist 
within the structure in areas not accessible to the inspector at the time of the survey.  Should 
suspect materials other than those which were identified during this survey be uncovered during 
the renovation/demolition process, those materials should be assumed to be ACM until sampling 
and analysis can confirm or refute their asbestos content.  

 
6.0 GENERAL COMMENTS 

 
This survey was conducted in a manner consistent with the level of care and skill ordinarily 
exercised by members of the profession currently practicing under similar conditions in the 
same locale.  The results, findings, conclusions and recommendations expressed in this report 
are based on conditions observed during our survey of the subject structure.  The information 
contained in this report is relevant to the date on which this survey was performed, and should 
not be relied upon to represent conditions at a later date. DPS Corp. does not warrant the work 
of regulatory agencies, laboratories or other third parties supplying information which may have 
been used in the preparation of this report.  No warranty, express or implied, is made. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

Laboratory Results 
 

  













 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B 
 

Photograph Log 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

   Building B-90  
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #1 Caulking intake vent generator room 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #2 Exhaust vent generator room 
 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #3 Caulking cable penetrations generator room 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #4 Caulking generator room door 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #5 Caulking generator room exterior exhaust fan 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #6 Roofing Material 
 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #7 Expansion Joint Felt 



 

 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #8 Caulking/joint compound exterior wing wall generator room 
 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #9 Exterior Paint south wall 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Building B-90 Sample #10 Ceiling communication room drywall/joint compound 
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Training Certificates 
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